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This publication is part of the “An Ocean without Mysteries” collection, 
developed within the scope of “Ocean Connection,” an initiative of Boticário 
Group Foundation for Nature Protection dedicated to popularizing the 
importance of the ocean and its ecosystems. This study was developed in 
cooperation with UNESCO, Maré de Ciência, and the Federal University of 
São Paulo (UNIFESP), with research commissioned and conducted by Zoom 
Inteligência em Pesquisas.

The designations employed and the presentation of this publication do not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city, or area, or of its. The ideas and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors 
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In 2025, we investigated another aspect of Brazilians' 
relationship with the ocean. Instead of focusing on 
memories, we sought to understand the emotional 
connection people have with the sea.

80% reported a positive 
emotion towards the ocean

8% reported a negative emotion

“WHICH 
OF THESE 

EMOTIONS DO 
YOU FEEL MOST 

WHEN YOU 
THINK OF THE 

OCEAN?”

Base: 2,000 interviewees. 
Stimulated responses. 

TIDE OF EMOTIONS

S H A R E
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Sand strips bathed by the sea.

100% know 
(= 2022)

12% have never visited 
(+2 p.p. vs. 2022)

Plant formations that settle on 
sandy soils in the coastal plain 
region.

40% know 
(-23 p.p. vs. 2022)

80% have never visited 
(+ 8 p.p. vs. 2022)

A region close to the sea with trees that are 
able to withstand the tides and the salty 
water.

69% know 
 (-14 p.p. vs. 2022)

61% have never visited 
(+3 p.p. vs. 2022)

Do you know that low-lying vegetation with shrubs between the 
street and the beach? That’s the sandbank vegetation! Part of the 
Atlantic Forest biome, it stretches along almost 5,000 kilometers of 
the Brazilian coast, covering 79% of the coastline. This extremely 
important ecosystem helps to contain wave advance and coastal 
erosion and provides shelter for many birds. Protecting and 
restoring it is a true Nature-Based Solution, just like protecting 
coral reefs and mangroves, which also offer coastal protection 
against climate change!

The South and Northeast regions showed greater familiarity 
with marine environments. When asked about ecosystems they 
knew and had visited, respondents from the South surpassed the 
national average for beaches (96%), dunes (62%), rocky shores 
(61%), bays and estuaries (44%), sandbank vegetation (33%) 
and cliffs (30%). Northeasterners, on the other hand, stood out 
regarding beaches (97%), mangroves (50%) and dunes (46%). 

The North region, however, showed 
lower levels of knowledge and 
visitation than the national average in 
8 environments: beaches (59%), dunes 
(27%), mangroves (26%), rocky shores 
(23%), bays and estuaries (14%), coral 
reefs (12%), sandbank vegetation (7%) 
and cliffs (7%).

Areas along the coast where a 
river joins the sea.

56% know 
(-12 p.p. vs. 2022)

69% have never visited 
 (+1 p.p. vs. 2022)

Bays and Estuaries

Beaches

Mangroves

Sandbanks Vegetation

Base: 2,000 interviewees. Stimulated and single response. 
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SOME FINDINGS
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ABOUT THE OCEAN DECADE
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Oceano sem mistérios
Desvendando os recifes de corais

Belle Co

Thomás Banha

Carlos dos Santos

Barbara Pinheiro
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An Ocean Without Mysteries:
Brazilians’ Relationship with the Ocean

ACCESS PORTUGUESE VERSION

An initiative: In cooperation:

UNVEILING MANGROVES 
(ONLY PORTUGUESE)

UNVEILING CORAL REEFS 
(ONLY PORTUGUESE)

BRAZILIANS’ RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE SEA (2022) 
(ENGLISH VERSION)

Oceano sem mistérios
Construindo cidades azuis

Oceano sem Mistérios
Carbono azul dos manguezais
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UMA INICIATIVA: EM COOPERAÇÃO:

ACCESS ENGLISH VERSION

EM COOPERAÇÃO:

Oceano sem Mistérios
Esporte e saúde à beira-mar
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UMA INICIATIVA: 

BUILDING BLUE CITIES 
(ONLY PORTUGUESE)

BLUE CARBON FROM 
MANGROVES
(ONLY PORTUGUESE)

SPORT AND HEALTH BY THE 
SEA (ONLY PORTUGUESE)

A DEEP DIVE OF KNOWLEDGE

Explore more publications from the “An Ocean Without Mysteries” 
collection, learn more about the ocean, and get involved in 
practical actions for the marine ecosystem! 

ACCESSACCESSACCESS

ACCESS

ACCESSACCESSACCESS
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